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TAGS: BTRA, BEXP, IT 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN BUYERS PROGRAM 

1. CUNEO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
ASPROFRUIT, A 1000 MEMBER ASSOCIATION OF FRUIT PROCESSORS 
AND GROWERS.DESIRES TO ORGANIZE A GROUP TO VISIT THE 
UNITED STATES AFTER NOVEMBER 20, 1975 AND HAS REQUESTED 
THE ASSISTANCE OF AMCONSULATE, TURIN. GROUP WOULD BE 
COMPRISED OF APPROXIMATELY 40 FRUIT PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS. 

2. PURPOSE OF TRIP IS TO VISIT LARGE AMERICAN FRUIT 
PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS VIEWING THEIR PROCESSING 
TECHNIQUES. GROUP PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN VISITING 
FRUIT PROCESSING EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS. ACCORDING TO 
LEADERS, THEY ARE MOST INTERESTED IN OBTAINING AMERICAN 
KNOW-HOW, MANAGERIAL ASSISTANCE AND MACHINERY TO HELP IN 
PROCESSING SOME 20-30& OF ANNUAL CROP OF APPLES, PEARS, 

AND PEACHES. INTERESTED IN FINDING BEST METHOD OF 
PROCESSING FOR THEIR NEEDS - FREEZING, CANNING, DRYING, 

ETC. PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN JOINT VENTURES WITH U.S. 
COMPANIES OR SOME U.S. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AS WELL AS OBTAINING 
U.S. EQUIPMENT. 

3. GROUP PROPOSES A VISIT OF APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS 
BEGINNING AT WASHINGTON, D.C. WITH VISITS/BRIEFINGS BY 
APPROPRIATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND AGRICULTRE 
OFFICIALS. THEY WOULD THEN LIKE TO VISIT CALIFORNIA FRUIT 
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AND PLANTS WHICH REDUCE FRUIT TO POWDER OR WHICH UTILIZE 
DRY FREEZING METHODS. GROUP ALSO WOULD CONSIDER VISITS 
TO OTHER FRUIT PRODUCTION CENTERS WHICH INTEREST THEM, 

SUCH AS GEORGIA FOR PEACHES, NEW YORK FOR APPLES, ETC. 

GROUP LEADERS EMPHASIZED THEIR INTEREST IN VISITING 
PROCESSING EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS AND SEEING LATEST 
EQUIPMENT IN OPERATION. 

4. IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE INTEREST IN U.S. EQUIPMENT 
PURCHASES THAT THIS VISIT MIGHT GENERATE, AMCONSUL TURIN 
HEARTLY ENDORSES VISIT FOR INCLUSION IN FOREIGN BUYERS 
PROGRAM. DOC ASSISTANCE REQUESTED IN PROPOSING VIST 
SITES, AND FOR ARRANGING WASHINGTON AND FIELD APPOINTMENTS. 
GROUP UNDERSTANDS ALL TRAVEL AND INTERPRETER EXPENSES WILL 
BE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY. 

LANIUS 
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